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LEAGUE HOSTS CONGRESSIONAL 
ROUNDTABLE
The Indian River Citrus League hosted a roundtable discussion on August 14 at the Heritage 
Center in Vero Beach with Congressmen Bill Posey and ranking minority member of the Agricultural 
Committee Congressman G. T. Thompson.

Discussions centered on key subjects that have negatively impact our industry such as invasive 
pests that have come through our ports, which was brought up by Dan Richey and the importance 
of the need for more greening research that was brought up by George Hamner, Jr.

Many League members thanked the congressmen for their support of the CRAFT and MAC 
programs as well as their support of the Farm Bill.  League President Daniel Scott shared with the 
congressmen that many of the grower trials are showing promise and that there is definitely room 
for growth in this area.

The roundtable discussion was truly quality time with two important members of congress.  



LEAGUE SECURES USDA GRAPEFRUIT 
JUICE PURCHASE
On August 14, 2020, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) announced plans to 
purchase Grapefruit Juice Products for 
distribution to various food nutrition assis-
tance programs. Purchases will be made under 
the authority of Section 32 of the Act of August 24, 
1935, with the purpose to encourage the continued 
domestic consumption of these products by diverting 
them from the normal channels of trade and com-
merce.

This purchase of $5 million of grapefruit juice should 
significantly impact the current grapefruit juice inventories, 
helping with grower returns for the 2020-2021 season.  

The League plans to work with the department for future purchases to 
assist our grower membership.
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Citrus greening or Huanglongbing (HLB) is a serious challenge for citrus production in Florida. 
Because of a favorable environment for the survival of vector Asian citrus psyllid (ACP), the disease 
occurrence soared in the last decade. At present, almost all the trees in commercial groves are 
affected by this insidious disease. HLB decreases fruit yield, decline the juice quality, and trees 
become unproductive and prone to perish depending on disease severity. With no cure identified 
yet, the grapefruit production in the Indian River Citrus District has been rapidly decreasing after the 
disease was introduced in Florida. 

Several management practices have been deployed to manage HLB. Some approaches include 
eliminating inoculum, enhanced nutritional programs alone or in conjunction with pesticides, 
adopting tolerant scions and rootstocks, applying hormones, antibiotics, individual protective 
covers, and producing citrus under protective screening, and others. 

A recent study lead by masters student Dinesh Phuyal and advised by Dr. Rhuanito Ferrarezi in 
collaboration with Drs. Thiago Nogueira, Arun Jani, Davie Kadyampakeni, and Kelly Morgan relating 
the effect of nutritional treatments in different planting densities on HLB affected grapefruit trees 
to evaluate growth and fruit yield parameters was recently published in HortScience (https://doi.
org/10.21273/HORTSCI15111-20). The article describes a large-scale field trial with grapefruit grown 
in the Flatwoods soil at the Indian River district – the world’s premier grapefruit producing region.

The experiment was conducted for two seasons in four-year-old ‘Ray Ruby’ grapefruit (Citrus 
paradisi) trees on Kuharske citrange (Citrus sinensis × Poncirus trifoliata) rootstock planted in September 
2013. The experiment was laid out in a split-plot design (Fig. 1 - page 3) in which we tested: 

Two controlled release fertilizer (CRF) blends
•	16-3-20 (16N-1.31P-16.6K) with 81% of N and 50% of K as CRF, with iron as chelates 

and all other micronutrients as sulfates, which was blended based on soil analysis and 
plant nutrient requirements following the UF/IFAS recommendations from https://edis.ifas.
ufl.edu/pdffiles/SS/SS47800.pdf and 

•	12-3-9 (12N-1.31P-7.47K) with 100% of N and P and 95% of K as CRF, with iron as 
chelates and all other micronutrients as sulfur-coated products at higher rate than the UF/
IFAS recommendations

Three planting densities (Fig. 2 - page 4)
•	 single row low-density (SR/LD) (15’ × 23’, 119 trees per acre)

•	 single row high-density (SR/HD) (10’ × 23 m, 173 trees per acre)

•	 double-row high-density staggered in diamond setting (DR/HD) [(9’ × 5’ × 3’) × 20’, 393 
trees per acre]

The fertilizers were applied three times per year using a 4-month release product. The grove 
maintenance and caretaking activities followed the UF/IFAS recommendation as well.

See GRAPEFRUIT PRODUCTION, page 5



Learn more about Extinguish® fire ant baits at CentralAntControl.com or call 800.347.8272. 
 

Always read and follow label directions. Extinguish is a registered trademark of Wellmark International. 
Central Life Sciences with design is a registered trademark of Central Garden & Pet Company. 
©2019 Wellmark International.

Extinguish® Professional Fire Ant Bait 
•  An insect growth regulator (IGR) that affects ant reproduction 

•  Sterilizes the queen(s)/destroys the colony 

•  Can be used everywhere fire ants colonize 

•  Economical usage rates of 1-1.5 lbs. per acre

Extinguish® Plus Fire Ant Bait 
•  Combination insect growth regulator and adulticide 

•  Sterilizes the queen(s)/kills worker ants 

•  Approved for non-bearing citrus trees 

•  Economical usage rate of 1.5 lbs. per acre
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OF FIRE ANTS 
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Our study revealed grove configuration is a promising approach to manage HLB. Despite smaller 
trunk diameter and lower canopy growth, high-density planting (393 trees per acre) resulted in high-
er fruit yield per unit area. The fruit yield per tree was similar in all the planting densities suggesting 
tree density does not compromise fruit yield per tree under HLB. Additionally, high density resulted 
in sweeter fruit (with more significant soluble solids content). The study showed the use of sulfur-
coated micronutrients in rates higher than IFAS recommendation could increase the canopy growth 
at the expense of fruit yield without affecting fruit quality. Full results are available online at https://
doi.org/10.21273/HORTSCI15111-20.

Results indicated that high-density planting could maximize fruit yield; however, long-term assess-
ment is necessary for a commercial recommendation. The authors suggest further studies with dif-
ferent nutrient application methods in other rootstocks. This study was improved, and we included 
the effect of foliar-applied micronutrients on top of those treatments as a strategy to supplement 
tree nutrition. 

Fig. 1. Overview 
of the study site at 
the UF/IFAS Indian 
River Research and 
Education Grove, 
Fort Pierce, FL 
with 24 large-scale 
experimental units. We 
tested two CRF blends 
[12-3-9 (12N-1.31P-
7.47K) and 16-3-20 
(16N-1.31P-16.6K)]; 
and three planting 
densities [single row 
low-density (SR/LD), 
single row high-density 
(SR/HD), and double 
row high-density 
staggered in diamond 
setting (DR/HD)].

GRAPEFRUIT PRODUCTION, Continued from page 3

See GRAPEFRUIT PRODUCTION, page 6



Fig. 2. (A) Front view of the raised 
bed for citrus growing in Florida 
Flatwoods soil, (B) Top view of a 
raised bed for citrus growing in 
Florida Flatwoods soil in a high 
density staggered planting, and (C) 
Arrange, spacing, and a number of 
trees per acre tested in the trial.
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NEWS OF NOTE FROM THE CRAFT 
FOUNDATION…
On July 28, CRAFT staff received word from the USDA’s Multi-Agency Coordination Group (MAC) 
that CRAFT’s application for funding of CRAFT Cycle Two had been approved. Thanks to this fund-
ing, along with funds allocated by the Florida Legislature to the Citrus Research and Development 
Foundation (CRDF) for large-scale field trials, CRAFT will be able to partner with Florida citrus grow-
ers on an additional 3,000 acres of newly planted groves to evaluate the practical application of 
HLB mitigation strategies. Within the next year, CRAFT anticipates having a total of 5,000 acres of 
Florida citrus groves participating in the CRAFT program. 

Applications for Cycle Two will be available online at craftfdn.org/application until September 
4, 2020. A printable application guide is also available to assist growers in the process. 

CRAFT Board member, Mark Wheeler recently chose to step off the Board in order to focus on his 
professional obligations. The CRAFT board of Directors and staff extended a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to 
Mr. Wheeler for his service on the Board of Directors over the past year. As in all of his endeavors, 
he provided sound guidance and support for the staff, Board and Technical Working Group in an 
effort to ensure the best possible outcomes for Florida’s citrus growers. 

Florida Commissioner of Agriculture Nikki Fried appointed Mr. Steve Smith to fill the vacancy on 
the Board of Directors. Mr. Smith currently serves as the Executive Vice President of Gulf Citrus 
Growers Association, and has a long and respected career in the Florida citrus industry. The CRAFT 
Foundation welcomes Mr. Smith to the CRAFT Board. 

Indian River Select® is a family company founded by two 4th generation 
Florida citrus growers who are genuinely passionate about juice. We 
know that delicious high-quality juice needs to be properly processed 
and packaged. Thatʼs why FreshCo LLC, our state of the art processing 
and packaging facility, was constructed with technologies that preserve 
flavor to ensure a better tasting, not from concentrate juice. 

WWe love supporting our local community. Whether you need a 
professional facility to handle the processing and packaging of your 
juice or a donation for your next charity event, remember to think of 
Indian River Select!

100% NATURAL.
100% PREMIUM.



INDUSTRY STRUGGLES WITH NATIONAL 
OJ PROMOTION ORDER DISCUSSION
The Industry Review Committee, established to provide information about the idea of moving orange 
juice promotion to a federal promotion order, held an animated 3-hour long meeting on August 14 via 
Zoom, with over 40 persons in attendance. 

On everyone’s mind was the ” $64,000 question” of whether increased revenues to promote 
orange juice via a national program with equal contribution from importers would give Florida 
growers a better return than the current FDOC program, supported only by Florida orange grower 
assessments, but which could message positive attributes and the word “Florida.” Put another way, 
if the Florida grower were to invest $1 in either the Florida FDOC program a federal program, which 
dollar invested would be a better investment for that Florida grower?

Dr. Ward, economist and professor emeritus with the University of Florida, attempted to answer 
the question. He summarized his presentation with four major points. A) Demand is declining. B) 
Promotion of OJ works. C) “Florida” messaging (not as an origin claim necessarily) is important and 
carries a “premium” and that translates to increased demand as a result of the Florida messaging for 
forms of orange juice and origins. D) Free rider inequity is real, but the inequity is not totally solved 
by simply having everyone pay the same tax if, as a consequence of a national order, at some point, 
the “Florida” premium/boost wears off with consumers. Dr. Ward cautioned that the word “Florida” 
essentially behaves like a brand and if it is not mentioned, over time it will lose its positive impact 
on consumers but agreed that increased promotional activity supported by a national order could by 
itself increase demand. 

Could increases in overall OJ promotion, using positive health and wellness messaging, mitigate 
or counter-weigh the effects of losing the less important Florida “premium” over time? In Dr. Wards 
answer, while he agreed that the efficacy of messaging positive attributes of OJ like health and 
wellness, ranked above messaging “Florida” in driving demand, he could not speculate on the 
answer everyone wanted to hear. His answer was — “We don’t know. “ Ward explained the reason 
we cannot know is that there is no way to know if increasing OJ demand by a national order would 
raise prices (best case), or simply encourage more imports into the U.S. market (worst case). He 
said that it would likely fall somewhere between the two and there is no way to tell where it would 
land in order to predict the relative return on investment for either approach. 

See OJ, page 10



Introducing the next generation of citrus protection and production.
 
In one unique product, Bullet HLB combines our legacy products’ EPA-registered disease 

control and advanced plant nutrition through innovative GroRX technology. This new 
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additives, and works effectively at only 3-4 applications.
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Shannon Shepp offered that while all the FDOC advertising is tagged with “Florida,” their advertising 
does not talk very much about Florida origin, though arguably that is implied in the marketing 
message that effectively benefits all orange juice sold in the U.S. 

Marty McKenna and others spoke in favor of a Florida program for NFC as a way to do “more 
good” for the Florida grower. McKenna favored a NFC FDOC program in combination with efforts to 
improve trade agreements. Although Florida dominates as a NFC supplier, more a quarter of NFC 
solids sold in the U.S. is imported. 

Andy Taylor, speaking as a processor and grower, made the points that Florida is the high cost 
supplier but the premium that processors were willing to pay Florida growers was due to the 
proximity of Florida fruit to packaging facilities and market. The savings achieved from associated 
lower transportation costs drove the premium, not the origin value or quality of the juice. 

Many have worried that with Florida’s smaller crops coupled with Covid-19 pressures on the state 
budget smaller FDOC advertising budgets might also potentially lose continuing FDOC subsidies 
from the state’s general revenue funds. Dan Richey indicated that when he thanked Governor 
DeSantis for the appropriation of money to FDOC for marketing, the Governor specifically asked how 
the federal order initiative was coming along. 

In the end, Rick Turner made the point that many at the meeting would agree with that “more 
questions were raised than answers given.” The Committee is due to schedule another meeting to 
continue their deliberations and attempt to bring clarity to the choices for growers. 

FDOC, Nielsen Reports 2015 through 8/1/20

OJ, Continued from page 8



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Indian River Citrus League

Al Brown 
Indrio Brands
Cody Estes 
Estes Citrus
Emmett Evans 
Evans Properties, Inc.
Tom Hammond 
Hammond Groves

Alex Brown 
Indrio Brands
Rusty Banack 
Banack Family Ltd.
Ron Edwards 
Evans Properties
Mike Garavaglia 
The Packers of Indian River

Alex Heller 
Heller Bros. Packing Company
Bill Howe
Citrus Extracts
Scott Lambeth 
Golden Fruit Company
Jon Marone 
Premier Citrus

Jimmy Martin 
Egan Fruit Packing
Tom Mitchell 
Riverfront Packing Company
Michel Sallin 
IMG Citrus
Marygrace Sexton
Natalie’s Orchid Island Juice Co.

George Hamner, Jr. 
Indian River Exchange Packers
David Howard 
Graves Brothers
Tom Jerkins 
Premier Citrus
Kevin Koppelman 
Heller Bros. Packing Corp.

Greg Nelson 
Egan Fruit Packing
Pat Schirard 
Citrus Extracts
Daniel Scott 
Scott Citrus Management
Bobby Sexton 
Natalie’s Orchid Island Juice Co.

ALTERNATES

• Over thirty years of industry experience
•

•

•

•

www.cardeninsurance.com
SPECIALIZED RISK MANAGEMENT FOR THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY

We keep you growing...carden

Carden & Associates, Incorporated  Your ad could be here...
Call 772-595-5026

or email at
info@ircitrusleague.org

for more details



GETTING
INVOLVED.
MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Our Associate Membership provides 
opportunities to network with existing 
customers and potential customers by 
providing opportunities to sponsor events 
scheduled throughout the year.
Their partnership with our organization is 
important to us.
If interested in joining our organization, 
please contact the League office for 
further details. 772-595-5026 or info@
ircitrusleague.org

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Aglime Sales
AgroSource, Inc.
Bayer CropScience
Blacksmith BioScience
Brown International Corp.
Carden & Associates, Inc.
Carter & Associates, Inc.
Chemical Containers, Inc.
Chemical Dynamics, Inc.
Citrus Management Services, Inc.
The Crockett Insurance Group
Diamond R. Fertilizer Co., Inc.
Everglades Farm Equipment
Farm Credit of Florida
Florida Coast Equipment, Inc.
Florida Grower Magazine
Florida’s Natural Growers
Glades Crop Care, Inc.
Gowan USA
Helena Chemical Company
Howard Fertilizer & Chemical Co., Inc.
Indian River Select
JBT FoodTech
John L. Minton, CPA
LidoChem, Inc.
Magna-Bonn II, LLC
MBV Engineering
Natalie’s Orchid Island Juice Co., Inc.
National Bank of Commerce
Nufarm Americas
Palmdale Oil Company
Peace River Citrus Products, Inc.
Plant Food Systems, Inc.
PNC Bank
Prudential Agricultural Investments
Rabo AgriFinance
Saunders Real Estate
Thomas R. Summersill, Inc.
Syngenta
TradeMark Nitrogen Corporation
Tropicana Products, Inc.
Wellmark International
Yara North America, Inc.


